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Item# 2666. Gran Sabana, Venezuela: PHOTO
Pre-Columbian stone carving ATTACHED

Date: avout 1000-500 BC

Finder: FProfessor G. E. Challenger
Date of discovery: 1% MWay 1297
Circumstances of discovery: |

While exploring the summit of a tepui.

Description:

A hand-carved stone aﬁtgfagt resembling a hin M wndean
Iluoneginy or rearing reptile. The head and Whthiee s
the front and rear pairs of legs form three byt i a WA
ancled prongs of varying lengths, whigch dub, a M fol
project from a central shaft representing %b““ff
the spine and tail. The figurine features ngum
details including glaring eyes., ferogciously Qﬁ/

bared serrated teetnh and long, Jjagged claws.

Dimensions and mineral composition:

Length: 505 mm:; maximum breadth: 167 mm;
thicrness: 11%€ mm; weignt: 10+9 kg.
Fluorometric analysis conducted at the British Museum indicates that the 17 Nov 2002
artefact was sculpted from an unusually large fragment of chondritic meteorite. RC

It is composed primarily of the silicate minerals olivine and pyroxene, as well

as feldspathic material, but also contains traces of beryllium and potassium.

Radiometric dating of the stone has proven to be inconclusive. | i 7 v wan ia it |
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Discussion: | | : _ IS Aohwlds o bAdy meank That
The precise form of this artefact 1Is new, iuaed sk howe int
and cannot be related stylistically to wwmu“%hPLMmhw
any xnown culture in either the recion Spad B Mght, &””
or the caontinent as a whole. The “Fulon b wiads o
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decorative cgfving is reminisggnt of | Wuwx&ﬁﬂkmﬁﬂ
certain peculiar features of the disputed mm
Eltdown Shards and Pnaxotic Fragments, Wi ik whe v
but the SGran Sabana piece is much more — %t e P tLMM
bstantial and elaborate. It is a N

nighly significant addition to the .
repertoire of pre-Columbian effigies.EQMWBMkamxa§ﬁTd

Provenance:

deceived as part of the Challenger vedguest. ENDS
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